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The Washington Poll — October 2006 Questionnaire

1. Many people are busy and don’t get a chance to vote in every election. What would you say the chances are
that you will vote in the general election for Congress and other offices in the November election -- are you
almost certain to vote, will you probably vote, are the chances 50-50, or do you not think you will vote?

Almost certain ... 1
Probably... 2

50 —-50... 3

Will not vote... 4
Don’t Know... 88
Refused ... 99

2. Thinking about the November elections, what general issues are most important to you as you decide how
you will vote? [ Open ended, Pre-code to list, RESPONDENT MAY SELECT TWO |

EdUCAION vttt 1
JObS/ECONOMY ..o 2
War in Iraq s 3
Ethics in gOVErNMENt.....ccvvcuiecireciriciriciciciricieeiecieeeiennes 4
National SECULILY ..c.vvvvrieiiiiriiriiiciin s 5
Tllegal IMMIGLAtION ....couvviviieiieciriici e 6
The eNVIFONMENT....cccievierieriereereeteeeeeeeeeeeeerereesresreere e eseere s 7
HEAIth CALE ottt 8
GaS/ENELZY PLICES w.vuurerrvriiriiicieiiiiiee i saees 9
TAXES cvvetieteereeteete ettt ettt ettt et ettt ettt e b et e benaetas 10
War 0N TEITOTISIN .vivviuieriierierereereeeereeere et s e senas 11
Something else......coviiiiiiniiciiiiiccccce 12
DOt KNOW vttt 88
REfUSEA .ttt 99

3. In general, how closely would you say you followed news about the candidates in the election for United
States Senate?

Very cloSely ..o 1
Somewhat cloSely ..., 2
NOLt tOO CLOSELY ..ttt nseeereneneaeaes 3
NOt at all...oiiiiiiiic s 4
Don’t KNOW ..o 88
Refused .o 99

4. In the election for U.S. Senate, will you vote for [ ROTATE NAMES: Mike McGavick, the Republican or
Maria Cantwell, the Democrat]? [If mention McGavick or Cantwell: “Are you fairly certain you will vote for
CANDIDATE or is there a chance you could change your mind.” If mention undecided or don’t know: “If
the election were being held today and you had to decide, would you probably vote for Mike McGavick or
Maria Cantwell]

Mike McGavick — CEItaiN....civiirrieerieeriereeereeereereseereeerenenes 1
Mike McGavick — could change ..o, 2
Maria Cantwell — CErtain .ooivivininieieeceeeeeeeeeeeee e 3
Maria Cantwell — could change..........ccccooeviviiviininininnnn, 4
Undecided — lean McGavicK .....ooveivveeerieeeicreeereceeeereeerenne 5
Undecided — lean Cantwell.......ccoveereveeiereeeeieeceeereeerenne. 6
Aaron Dixon [VOL] ..o 7
Someone else [VOL] ..ocovierinicenniceereccereneeenenene 8
Undecided/Don’t KNOW ...c.cvvvveieieivieeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenns 9
ReEfUSE .ot 99
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5. In general, how closely would you say you followed news about the candidates in the election for state

Supreme Court Justice?

Very closely .. 1
Somewhat ClOSELY ..c.oveuiuererriicierericcrcce e 2
NOt to0 ClOSELY o 3
Not at all...ccviiiiii 4
DOt KNOW .. 88
RefUSEd ... 99

6. In the election for state Supreme Court, will you vote for [ROTATE NAMES: Susan Owens or Stephen
Johnson]? [If mention Owens or Johnson: “Are you fairly certain you will vote for CANDIDATE or is there
a chance you could change your mind.” If mention undecided or don’t know: “If the election were being
held today and you had to decide, would you probably vote for Susan Owens or Stephen Johnson]

Stephen Johnson — CErtaifl. .. neeunicrreeireerreerreeneeenene 1
Stephen Johnson — could change ..., 2
Susan OwWens — Certain ....ovinniieiiiceeceescee s 3
Susan Owens — could change.........cccccovivenicenicenicnicinnnnnn. 4
Undecided — lean JOhNSON ....ccvvveeeenieeiniecinicinicirecieeeieeeeennes 5
Undecided — lean OWens........ocvvuveevieieninsinnienensinsieenenns 6
Someone else [VOL] ..o, 7
Undecided/Don’t KOW cveeevveeeeieeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesenene 8
Refused .o 99

7. Statewide ballot initiative 920 would repeal the estate tax, currently dedicated for the education legacy trust
fund. Will you vote yes or no on I-920? [If mention Yes or No: “Are you fairly certain you will vote for
YES/NO ot is there a chance you could change your mind.” If mention undecided or don’t know: “If the
election were being held today and you had to decide, would you probably vote or no on 1-9207]

Yes I-920 — CErtaiN .ot 1
Yes 1-920 — could change ........ccveeevecenicrnicinicvcreceenees 2
NO I-920 — CELLAIN cvivviivicticreceecrececteeteeeee et 3
No 1-920 — could change ........coocvvieiniinivineiniicisieeeis 4
Undecided — 1620 YES..ooiinivineieriieeeeeeereeereeereeeeve e 5
Undecided — 1€an NO...c.ooiverieeeeiceeecteeceeeeeeeeeeeeeveeerevenes 6
Undecided/Don’t KNOW ..eeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseenes 7
(DON’T READ) Will not vote on this issue ..........ccvuueneee. 8
(DON’T READ) Refused ...c.covveeervneecrerreneceerenneneenennenene 99

8. In general, how closely would you say you followed news about Initiative 920, regarding the estate tax?

Very closely .. 1
Somewhat ClOSELY ..c.ovieiueuerriiciererccercce e 2
NOt t00 ClOSELY o 3
Not at all...cciiiii s 4
DIK/RE it 9
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9. Statewide ballot initiative 933 would require the government to compensate property owners if their
property is devalued. Will you vote yes or no on 1-933? [If mention Yes or No: “Are you fairly certain you
will vote for YES/NO or is there a chance you could change your mind.” If mention undecided/don’t know:
“If the election were being held today and you had to decide, would you probably vote yes or no on 1-9337]

Yes 1-933 — CertaiN.uininnininieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseessesse s s s 1
Yes 1-933 — could change ... 2
NO 1-933 — Certain ottt 3
No 1-933 — could change ........cccococuvcmvicinicinincicinciccccnes 4
Undecided — 16an YES .o evene 5
Undecided — 1€an NO....ooivierieeeiereeereeceereeeeeeeeeeee e 6
Undecided/Don’t KNOW ...c.ovvveveeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseveeenenns 7
(DON’T READ) Will not vote on this iSSUE ..c.coeeeevereerenee 8
(DON’T READ) Refused ....oceuveiveeeeeecreeeieneeeneeenneeeeneenn. 99

10. In general, how closely would you say you followed news about Initiative 933, regarding the regulation of
private property?

Very ClOSELY vt neeseaens 1
Somewhat cloSely ..., 2
NOt tOO CLOSELY ..ottt nseeerereeseneaes 3
NOt At All..eeiiciecc e 4
DK/ RE ittt sessisease e ssesssssssaessesens 9

11. Statewide ballot initiative 937 would require large electric utilities to meet energy conservation targets and
to use renewable resources. Will you vote yes or no on I-937? [If mention Yes or No: “Are you faitly certain
you will vote for YES/NO or is there a chance you could change your mind.” If mention undecided or don’t
know: “If the election were being held today and you had to decide, would you probably vote yes or no on I-
9377

Yes I-937 — CertaiN.uinnininineeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeere e s s 1
Yes [-937 — could change ... 2
NO 1-937 — Crtain i 3
No I-937 — could change.........cccoceuveiviciviciniciriiiicicnns 4
Undecided — 16an YES .o evene 5
Undecided — 1€an NO....coivieieeeiceeereeeeereeeeeeeeeeeve e 6
Undecided/Don’t KNOW ...cuovvveeeeiieeeieeieceeeeeeee s 7
(DON’T READ) Will not vote on this issue ..........ccveeeeee. 8
(DON’T READ) Refused ....occveieeeeeeececeeienereeneeenneeceneenne 99

12. In general, how closely would you say you followed news about Initiative 937, regarding energy
conservation?

Very ClOSELY c.uviiuicieiriiccierrecete et neeseaens 1
Somewhat cloSely ..., 2
NOLt tOO CLOSELY w.vevvreicrerreieciereicererrteereeeeerenseeerereneneaes 3
NoOt at all...oiiiiiiic s 4
DK/ RE et sisssssanessesens 9

13. As you may know, voters in Washington state often have the opportunity to vote on statewide initiatives.
Generally speaking, do you vote on all initiatives in an election, most, some, a few, or none at all?

AL oottt ettt ettt r e enens 1
IMOSE ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et et et et ereebeere et enas 2
SOMIC.tiitieticttctcteteteeee ettt b bbbt b e 3
A W ettt 4
INOTE 1nviviiteetietteteeeet et et ettt et et et et e sb e st e sbestesbeebeeteereereeseeseess 5
(DON’T READ) Dottt KNOW ...evviiieciiriccreiccenenee 88
(DON’T READ) Refused ...c.covveeervneecrernencererenneneenennnnene 99

3
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14. Overall, do you think that statewide initiative elections are a good thing for the state, a bad thing for the

state, or that they don’t make much difference?

GOOd thIlg.....eieiiiiiiiiii e 1
Bad thing ... 2
NO AIffELENCE. oottt 3
) ) SRR 88
DoOn’t KNOW oottt anens 88
RefUSed vt 99

15. Who do you think are better at making public policy here in Washington, elected representatives, the
voting public, or would you say that both are equally good?

Elected representatives. ... 1
VOtng PUBLC c..cecveiceiciecirecieece e 2
Both are equal.......cccoiiiiiiiiii 3
Neither [VOL c.cviieirrieeierirecieieisieeieietneeeiesseseeseiessenenes 4
DOt KNOW vttt 88
REfUSE .ttt 99

Now I'm going to read you a list of names of public officials, and for each one, I want you to tell me whether
you approve or disapprove of the way they are handling their job:

16. How about President George W. Bush? [FOLLOW UP: “Is that strongly approve or somewhat

approve...”]

StrONGLY APPLOVE ... 1
Somewhat APPLOVE .....cvviiviiiiiiiiii s 2
Somewhat diSAPPLOVE ...ucuveureeieiieiieecieeeieeeeeeeieeeeeeeaenne 3
Strongly diSAPPIOVe ... 4
Neither [VOL c.cveerreieiereneeiereinieesersenesesesessesesesesessenenes 5
DOt KNOW ..o 88
REfUSEd ...t eaes 99

17. How about Washington Governor Christine Gregoire?

18. How about the state legislature in Olympia?

Strongly approve ... 1
SOMEWhAL APPLOVE .. 2
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ....ccvvvvivieiiiiiiiiicene 3
Strongly diSAPPLOVE ...cevueeueecienireieeeieeee e 4
Neither [VOL] ..o 5
Dot KNOW ..t 88
Refused ... 99
Strongly approve ... 1
SOMEWhAL APPLOVE .. 2
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ....ccvvvuiviiiiiiiiiiiine 3
Strongly diSAPPLOVE ..evreeveecrreeiirerieeeieeieeeieeieeeeneeaeaenne 4
Neithetr [VOL] ..o 5
Dot KNOW .. 88
Refused ... 99
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19. How about the U.S. Congress in Washington D.C.?

Strongly approve ... 1
SomMEWhat APPLOVE ....cevieiiiiiiiiceeee e 2
Somewhat diSAPPIOVE ....ccvvuiviniiiiiiiiine 3
Strongly diSAPPLOVE ...ecvueevreecireniiieeeeeeeeeee e 4
Neithetr [VOL] oo 5
Dot KNOW ..o 88
Refused ... 99

20. Do you think things here in Washington state are generally going in the right direction, or seriously on the
wrong track?

Going in the right difeCtion.....ccvveureiericrreeecceeeeeeene 1
Seriously on the wrong track........ccocoeviviiviivnicicinnn, 2
Dot KNOW ..o 88
Refused .. 99

21. Would you describe the state of your own personal finances these days as very secure, fairly secure, fairly
shaky, or very shaky?

VLY SECULE ... nenene 1
Faifly SECULE ..ot 2
Fairly Shaky ..o 3
Very shaky ..o 4
Dot KNOW ... 88
Refused ..o 99

22. The Secretary of State sends out an official Voters Pamphlet to every household in Washington before
each election. Have you received a copy of this Pamphlet for the upcoming November election?

Y S ittt ettt r e e teereenee 1
N Ottt ettt ettt e e et et et e s e s e s e b e b e b e b ebesbebenbenbebensan 0
DON’t KNOW viviciiciecececectcteteeeeeteee e 88
REFUSE .t 99

23. Do you typically look at the Voters Pamphlet before you decide how you're going to vote on a statewide
initiative?

Y S ettt ettt e er e et ereenee 1
INO ittt ettt ettt et ettt et et e b e b et et et et e bebenbetan 0
(DON’T READ) Dottt KNOW ...evviiicieiriiccieeceeinee 88
(DON’T READ) Refused ...c.covveeeeerrneecrerrenecierennenceenennnnene 99

24. Switching gears slightly and thinking about things here in Washington state. Over the past 4 years, do you
think that race relations in Washington have gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed about the same?

GOTEEN DELLET woviiviirictictieriereeteeteee ettt ettt e v svesaesseerens 1
(GOTEEI WOTSE veveerrerrerrereereereeessessessessessessessessessessessessessessesseesens 2
Stayed about the same......cccoviviivinicinicicc, 3
DoOn’t KNOW ittt s 88
RefUSEd vt 99



25. Which of the following statements best describes your views on the issue of same-sex marriage? [READ

AND ROTATE/]
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Gay and lesbian couples should have the same legal right to marry

Gay and lesbian couples should be able to have the same

legal rights but it should not be called marfiage........ccccouvviviviviiiiniciiciicie,

There should be domestic partnerships that
give gay and lesbian couples only some of the

benefits and protections Of MALTIAZE .....c..vevrveuecrricireneieiciereteecteeeieeeeeeseie e 3
There should be no legal recognition of a gay and lesbian couples.........ccccceveuiucuncece. 4
Don’t KNOW ..o 88

26. Generally speaking, if marriage for gay and lesbian couples were legal, which of the following most closely
represents how you would feel about this? [READ LIST]

I would approve of this.......cccveiiicniciciicins 1
I would not like it, but it would be acceptable..................... 2
I would not like it and it would be unacceptable................. 3
Don’t KNOW ... 88
Refused ... 99

27. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: People’s personal discomfort
with gay people and same-sex marriage is not an acceptable justification for denying gay and lesbian couples
the right to marry. [FOLLOW-UP: Is that strongly or somewhat...]

SErONGlY agree ...civiiiiiiiciicci e 1
SOMEWhAL AZLEC.....cuvieiiiiicc e 2
Somewhat diSagree.... .o 3
Strongly diSAGIEE ......vecueeiureiiceiee e 4
Neithetr [VOL] ..o 5
Don’t KNOW e 88
Refused ... 99

28. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: It was once illegal in many
states for people of different races to marry. Just as we ended legal discrimination based on race, we should
also end discrimination against gays and lesbians by allowing them to marry.

StroNgly agree ... 1
Somewhat agree......cviiiiiiriii s 2
Somewhat dISAZIEE.......cuviueiireieeeiceecee e 3
Strongly diSAgIee .......cccvviuviiiviiiciicice e, 4
Neither [VOL] .o 5
DOon’t KNOW ..ouviriciieiiirccn s 88
REfUSEd ..ot 99

29. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: Limiting marriage to opposite-
sex couples may have made sense when women were not legally equal to men. But now that the two people
in a marriage are legally equal, it makes no sense exclude same-sex couples from being able to legally marry.

SErONGIY AGIEE ..o 1
SOMEWhAL AZLEC.....cevieiiiiiiic e 2
Somewhat diSagree.. ... 3
Strongly diSAgIee .......cccviiuviiiviiiviicice e 4
Neithetr [VOL] ..o 5
Dot KNOW ... 88
Refused ... 99
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30. It’s hard to vote in every single election. When you have missed voting in a past election, what would you
say was the main reason you did not vote? Was it because [ROTATE: you weren’t interested in that election,
disliked the major candidates, could not make it to the polls, forgot it was election day, misplaced your

absentee ballot] or some other reason?

Was NOt ILELESLEd ....vuverreeereecierireeieeeeeeeeieeeee e sseeeneaens 1
Disliked the candidates .......coooeceeveiveniieceiriniccicricceraes 2
Could not get to the POllS.......ccceeieeenieeriecenicriecrieneenne 3
Forgot it was election day........cccccceeevieinieinicinicinicinieninn. 4
Misplaced absentee ballot .......ccveeeeeeniernicrnicireciriereeerennes 5
Some Other FEaASON c....vuvieiiiiiiiie e 6
I always vote [VOL]....cccoooiiiniiiiciiiiccsiicccccccs 7
Dot KNOW ..o 88
Refused . 99

31. How confident are you that each ballot is delivered safely to the County, during the vote by mail process?

Very CONIAENt e nenseeseaens 1
Somewhat cONfIdEnt......ccovveiieierieeerieeeeceeeeeeceeeeere s 2
Only a little confident....c.coveeereereecrernnceerereecrernenecenenene 3
Not at all confident.....ciciciiieieieieieeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 4
DNt KNOW oottt anens 88
ReEfUSEd .ot 99

32. How confident are you that the integrity of each vote is maintained once received and processed by the

County, during the vote by mail process?

Very CONFIAENt ...uvuieeuiecricirieireeieeeee et eseseeeseeseee 1
Somewhat cONfIdEnt......cooveivreeericeeiceeeeeeee e 2
Only a little confident........couviviiviiniininiciiceiens 3
Not at all cONfIdENTt....cuiicricreriereiereeceeceereeeee e 4
DON’t KNOW viviciiciecececectcteteeeeeteee e 88
REFUSE .t 99

33. Over the past few months, has anyone contacted you and asked you to register or vote in the upcoming

November 7 election?

Y S ittt ettt ettt r e e e teereenee 1
N Ottt ettt e e et et et e b e s e s e b e b e b e bebesbebebensebensan 2
DON’t KNOW vttt 88
ReEfUSE .ttt 99

34. If you can recall, were you contacted by people from the Democratic Party, the Republican Party, or a

non-partisan civic group? | Select all that apply |

DEMOCTAL ittt sb e bbb b s 1
Republican... ..o 2
CivIC GIOUP ..o 3
ONET ettt e v et sesaensesens 4
DI /RE ettt 99
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35. In view of the developments since we first sent our troops to Iraq, do you think the United States made a
mistake in sending troops to Iraq or did we make the right decision?

Made 2 MISTAKE ...ovevieriierireriereeereee et 1
Right deciSIon ......cvviiviiviiciiciiccicai 2
DoOn’t KNOW oottt 88
ReEfUSE .ot 99

36. Do you think the war with Iraq has been worth the loss of American lives and other costs or not worth
the cost?

WOrth the COSES ..ottt 1
Not WOrth the COSES...oiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieececeeeeeee et 2
DoOn’t KNOW oottt aenaens 88
ReEfUSE .o 99

37. Given what you have read in the paper or seen on TV, about how many US soldiers would you say have
been killed in our efforts in Iraqr [IF NECESSARY: “We’re just looking for your best guess”]

RECORDNUMBER [ ]

38. The stated mission of US forces in Iraq today is to establish a stable democracy friendly to the United
States. In general, how likely do you think it is that we will achieve this goal?

Very HRELY oottt eeeees 1
Somewhat HKELy.....coviererrniiereiriicereniccerrceereneeeeenene 2
Somewhat unlikely .......cccovvviviviiiic, 3
Very UNHKELY c.voveereeieiriicereeccereecicreneceeneeescereneneseeenens 4
Dot KNOW .. 88
RefUSEd ... 99

39. Did the immigration rallies last Spring give you a positive or negative image of Mexican immigrants in the

us?

POSIEIVE c.vivietictieiieeeeceee ettt ettt ere b v ereenae 1
NEGALIVE ..oviiiiriicr s 2
NEINET 1ttt ettt et ea et ssessessessesbesensenan 3
DOt KNOW vttt 88
ReEfUSE .ot 99

40. Which comes closest to your view about what government policy should be toward illegal immigrants
currently residing in the United States? Should the government

_Make all illegal immigrants felons and send them back to their home country

_Have a guest worker program that allows immigrants to remain in the United States in order to work, but
only for a limited amount of time, or

_Allow illegal immigrants to remain in the United States and become U.S. citizens, but only if they meet
certain requirements like working and paying back taxes over a period of time

_Grant amnesty to all illegal immigrants in the country, giving them residence and the right to work without
the fear of being deported

All illegal immigrants felons ..., 1
Guest WOorker program.......cccceviccininiicieniccesseeeeens 2
Earned citizenship ......ccoceviviniciniciniciicncccccccecenes 3
AINOCSLY coovrverreereieiieeieientietseeeseae st taessesessese et esesssaeseeaeane 4
DOt KNOW ettt 88
ReEfUSE .ot 99
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41. Now I’'m going to read a list of a few general public policy topics. For each issue, I'd like you to think
about the present conditions and the quality of life in Washington and give it a letter grade--like a school
report card. Using a traditional academic grading scale, with an A, B, C, D, or F, how would you rate

in the state of Washington?

a. Jobs and the economy Al 1
b. Public safety and security B 2
c. Housing cost and availability Gt 3
d. Transportation Do 4
e. Education B 5

Don’t KNOW....cviviiiciercicce, 88

RE s 99

42. During the past year, have you taken part in any of the following political activities:

a. Contributed money to a candidate or political group or cause

b. Written a letter to a public official to support or oppose some issue
c. Signed a petition

d. Participated in a rally or protest

The following are multiple-choice questions about the political process. Please answer each question to the
best of your knowledge.

43. Which political party currently has the most seats in the U.S. House of Representatives in Washington
D.C»

RePUDLCAN. ..o
D EMOCTAIC. ottt

(DON’T READ) Don’t KNOW ...,
(DON’T READ) Refused ...

44. Which political party currently has the most seats in the Washington State Senate in Olympia?

RePUDLCAN. ...
DemMOCIAIC. it

(DON’T READ) Don’t KNOW ..ocvvevviiiiciiiniiciciiin,
(DON’T READ) Refused ...

45. Do you happen to know what state-level office is now held by Sam Reed? [READ LIST]

Attorney General ... veeieericinieenieniereeineesseeseeesensens
Insurance CommISSIONEL .....cvvvevrverieeiiieiccrc e,
Sectretary Of State ..o
State AUAITOL ..o

(DON’T READ) Don’t KNOW ..cvvieiviiiiiiiiiiicnine,
(DON’T READ) Refused ...
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46. Do you happen to know what federal office is now held by Alberto Gonzales? [READ LIST]

Atorney General ... eeeeeieenieenieneeneenseesseesseenseeenne 1
U.S. Trade Representative ........cocveveeeeniecinieciniciriciricnricienas 2
Secretary of State ... 3
Treasury SECIEtary.. ..o s 4
(DON'T READ) Don’t KNOW ... 88
(DON’T READ) Refused ... 99

47. Whose responsibility is it to determine if a federal law is constitutional or not? Is it the president, the U.S.
Senate, the House of Representatives, or the Supreme Court?

President. .ot 1
ULS. SENALE ettt 2
House of Representatives ........cveeveeeereeerreeurecieeeeeeserenneeennes 3
Supreme COULt ..o 4
(DON’T READ) Dot KNow ....cocuiiiciiriiciciciccicie 88
(DON’T READ) Refused ..o, 99

DEMOGRAPHICS AVAILABLE FOR CROSS-TABULATIONS

Region of state

Gender

Age

Race/Ethnicity

Income

Education

Union member

Religion / Born-again status
Party affiliation

Ideology / liberal, consetvative
Armed forces status / veteran
Homeowner

Number of years in WA

10



